DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE . . . Revised
Paragraph I: Preamble: the reasons for writing down the Declaration 

The time has come for us to have our own separate nation—a nation that is ruled by no one but ourselves. This nation shall be equal to all others on Earth. We believe this is the wish of God.

Because this is such an important decision, we feel strongly that everyone should know our reasons for making it.
Paragraph II. Statement of beliefs: specifying what the undersigned believed, the philosophy behind the document 
We believe certain things to be true and that no one should question them: that all persons are created equal in God’s sight; that God gives to all certain rights; that each person’s rights must be respected and cannot be taken away for the use of another person. Among these rights are: the right to life itself; the right to enjoy the special liberties and privileges due us as property owners; the right to look for those things that will bring happiness.

We believe that governments are formed by people for the purpose of protecting God-given rights, and that governments receive all their power from the people.

We believe that when a government fails to protect people’s rights, the people have the right to change the government. They may even take it apart and start over. Then they must carefully plan to form a new government that will truly work for the safety and happiness of all.

It is wise to remember that changing a government is a serious matter – especially if that government has been in power for many years. People grow used to it. We have seen through history that even when a government is bad, people often put up with it as long as they can instead of making changes. 
But a government may grow unfair and cruel. It may try to take all rights away from its people. If that happens, the people must act. It is their duty to end that kind of government. Then they must create a new and better government to protect their rights in times to come.

Paragraph III. List of complaints: the offenses that impelled the declaration
We have been patient, suffering a long time without complaining. Now it is our duty to make changes. This King of Great Britain, our present ruler, seems set on becoming even stronger. He has already tried to rule us completely, without listening to what our American leaders have to say. And we have proof of such evils. Here are the facts for the whole world to see:

The King has refused to sign laws that our American leaders have written – important laws that are needed for the good of the American people.

The King has controlled the judges in our courts. Judges must please the King in order to keep their jobs and earn a living. How fair can these judges be?
The King has ignored the laws and leadership of our American government. He and others have worked together to make their own set of laws. So now the Kings feels it is all right to: Force us to feed and house great numbers of his soldiers, allowing those soldiers to break laws – even murder people – without being punished; Stop us from trading with the rest of the world; Set up taxes that we must pay, although we have no say in the matter; Punish people without holding a fair trial first.. 

The King has already carried out many acts of war. Now he is sending in an army he has hired – foreign soldiers he is paying to keep up the killing and destruction. Is this the work of a civilized leader?

The King has caused trouble between slaves and their owners, stirring up the slaves to anger and violence. He is even trying to help the Indians in their wars against settlers in the wilderness.

Paragraph IV. Statement of prior attempts to solve grievances
Throughout our sufferings we have made our feelings known – politely and respectfully and things have only gotten worse. A power-hungry King who allows such suffering is unfit to rule. 
We have warned our friends and family members still in England about this trouble. We have asked them to remember why people came to America in the first place, hoping to turn them to our side. But it seems that neither their sense of fairness nor family ties is strong enough to change their minds. So they will be like foreigners to us – our enemies in war, our friends in peace.

Paragraph V. Declaration of independence: What will change as a result of the Declaration?
Therefore, we, the Representatives of the United States of American look to God to judge our actions. We speak in the name of the good people of these colonies in making this declaration. We declare Great Britain no longer rules us – that because of our rights we ought to be free and independent states. 
