
Instructions for How to "Share" Google Docs:
All essays should be "shared" with me via Google Docs. As a reminder for how to "share" documents, please following these instructions: 
1) When looking at the Google doc, please select the blue "share" button in the upper-right hand corner of the document. 
2) Where it says, "Add people", type in my email address: server.joye@mail.fcboe.org
3) When the screen asks you if you are sure that you want to share the document, select "Yes".
4) Select the "done" button when finished.
5) Double check with me to ensure I received the document in my email.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Name:







Persepolis Background and Study Guide
Use the school library resources (Gale or Galileo) or one of the following websites to answer the questions below. Absolutely NO WIKIPEDIA! Other permissible websites: .edu, .gov, and .org 
BBC: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
Central Michigan U: http://www.chsbs.cmich.edu/fattah/courses/islampolitics/threereligions.htm
PBS: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/themes/religion/index.html
Major religions of the Middle East (The 3 Abrahamic Faiths)
	
	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Approx. time founded
	
	
	

	Major people

	
	
	

	Important books or documents


	
	
	

	Brief summary of beliefs


	
	
	

	Name for a place of worship and religious leaders
	
	
	

	Major branches or forms

	
	
	


Five pillars of Islam

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What are the two meanings of “jihad”?

1.

2.

Where is Mecca located?

Define the following:

Sharia

hijab

Ramadan
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Eid al-Fitr

Persepolis
Zoroastrianism

Savak 

Read through this timeline to prepare yourself for our reading of Persepolis.
Satrapi Family 

Marjane – author and narrator, b. 1969, aged 9 to 14 during the novel.

Ebi – Marjane’s father, supports overthrow of the Shah, skeptical of Islamic republic, 

believes in social classes.

Taji – Marjane’s mother

Fereydoon – Marjane’s paternal grandfather’s brother, declared an independent republic 
in Azerbaijan Province, jailed and executed by the Shah’s men.
Anoosh – Marjane’s father’s brother, goes to help Uncle Fereydoon, ends up hiding in 

Russia, tries to return and is imprisoned for 9 years, released, imprisoned again 

and executed.

Marjane’s maternal great-grandfather – Emperor, overthrown by the Shah Reza Khan in 
the 1920’s.

Marjane’s maternal grandfather – named prime minister under Reza Khan, became a 
communist, and was sent to prison.

Iranian history

550 BC Start of the First Persian Empire

330 BC Alexander the Great conquers Persian Empire (he dies in 323 BC)

224-651 AD - Sassanid dynasty rules Persian Empire; Zoroastrianism is the dominant religion.

636 - Arab invasion brings end of Sassanid dynasty and start of Islamic rule. 

9th century - Emergence of modern Persian language (or Farsi), written using a form of Arabic script. 

9th-13th century - rise of Seljuk Turk dynasties 

1220 - Invasion by Mongol forces of Genghis Khan. 

1501 - Shah Ismail I becomes first ruler of Islamic Safavid dynasty; Shi'i Islam declared state religion. 

1736 - Nadir Shah becomes monarch; end of Safavid dynasty. 

1907 - Introduction of constitution which limits the absolutist powers of rulers. 

1925 December - Parliament votes to make Reza Khan ruler. 

1935 - Formerly known as Persia, Iran is adopted as the country's official name. 

1941 - The Shah's pro-Axis allegiance in World War II leads to the Anglo-Russian occupation of Iran and the deposition of the Shah in favor of his son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.

1951 April - Parliament nationalizes the oil industry. British, who controlled much of oil industry, retaliate with an embargo and a blockade, halting oil exports and hitting the economy. A power struggle between the Shah and Prime Minister Mossadeq ensues and the Shah flees the country in August 1953. 

1953 August - Mossadeq is overthrown in a coup engineered by the British and American intelligence services. General Fazlollah Zahedi is proclaimed as prime minister and the Shah returns. 

1963 January - The Shah tries to modernize and westernize the country. During the late 1960's the Shah became increasingly dependent on the secret police (SAVAK) in controlling those opposition movements critical of his reforms. 

1978 September - The Shah's authoritarian rule leads to riots, strikes and mass demonstrations. Martial law is imposed. 
1979 January - As the political situation deteriorates, the Shah and his family are forced into exile. 

1979 November - Islamic militants take 52 Americans hostage inside the US embassy in Tehran. They demand the extradition of the Shah, in the US at the time for medical treatment, to face trial in Iran. 

1979 February - The Islamic fundamentalist, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, returns to Iran following 14 years of exile in Iraq and France for opposing the regime. 

1979  April - The Islamic Republic of Iran is proclaimed following a referendum. 

1980 January - Abolhasan Bani-Sadr is elected the first President of the Islamic Republic. His government begins work on a major nationalization program. 

1980 September - Start of Iran-Iraq war which lasts for eight years. 

1981 January - The American hostages are released ending 444 days in captivity. 

1985 - After the US and Soviet Union halted arms supplies, the US attempted to win the release of hostages in Lebanon by offering secret arms deals, this would later become known as the Iran-Contra affair. 

1988 July - Iran accepts a ceasefire agreement with Iraq following negotiations in Geneva under the aegis of the UN.  

Adapted from: BBC News Middle East Iran Profile, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-14542438
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