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Fishbowl Discussion:  The Great Gatsby
To complete our discussion of The Great Gatsby, we will conduct a fishbowl discussion on various aspects of the novel. In order to prepare, make notes for the questions/topics below.
1. How is marriage depicted in the novel?  How successful is the marriage between Daisy and Tom Buchanan?  And the marriage between Myrtle and George?  What is Fitzgerald saying about marriage and relationships?
2. Compare Tom Buchanan’s relationship with his wife, Daisy, to his relationship with Myrtle Wilson. What does he want from each woman?  Does he love either of them?  Why are these relationships important in the novel?
3. Why does Nick say the Tom and Daisy are “careless people”?  Give examples of their carelessness.

4. What is Gatsby’s dream?  Does he ever see Daisy as she really is?  How does Fitzgerald relate Gatsby’s dream to the American Dream?  What seems to be his message about the American Dream as expressed in the last two paragraphs of the novel?  Why does the “I” of the first page become the “we” of the last page?
5. What does the novel say about materialism?  What are some of the differences between old money and new money characters in the novel?  What, if any, are the similarities between the 1920s American society and the 21st century American society with regard to materialism?
6. Why is the novel narrated from Nick’s perspective?  Exactly what does Nick learn from his experiences in the East?  Who is more significant in the novel, Gatsby or Nick?
7. Fitzgerald considered a number of other titles for his novel, including Among the Ash-Heaps and Millionaires, Trimalchio in West Egg, Gold-Hatted Gatsby, The High-Bouncing Lover, On the Road to West Egg, and Under the Red, White, and Blue.  Choose any one of these titles and discuss the ways in which these titles do and do not reflect the focus and purpose of the novel.
8. Fitzgerald wrote to his editor, “The worst fault in [the novel] is a BIG FAULT:  I gave no account (and had not feeling about or knowledge of) the emotional relations between Gatsby and Daisy from the time of their reunion to the catastrophe.”  Why does Fitzgerald leave this out, and do you agree or disagree with his statement?
9. The chronology of Gatsby’s life is confusing because Fitzgerald presents it out of sequence.  Now that you have finished the book, review the sequence of Gatsby’s life and make a timeline for him, including key events, years, and people.

